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SUBJECT: SOVIET MFA OFFICIAL DISCUSSES INDIA 

REF: (A) MOSCOW 0060, (B) NEW DELHI 18097 

SUMMARY: SOVIET MFA INDIAN SPECIALIST IS OPTIMISTIC 
ABOUT FUTURE COURSE OF INDO-SOVIET RELATIONS. HE 
EXPRESSED HOPE AND EXPECTATION THAT PRESENT "AGGRAVA- 
TIONS" IN DOMESTIC INDIAN POLITICS WILL ASSIST "PRO- 
GRESSIVE" FORCES TO RETURN TO POWER. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DURING JAN 3 CALL AT SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTRY. 

EMBOFF DISCUSSED INDIAN FOREIGN POLICY AND THE INDIAN 
DOMESTIC POLITICAL SCENE WITH DEPUTY CHIEF, SOUTH 
ASIAN DEPARTMENT, AND FORMER SOVIET MINISTER-COUNSELOR 
IN NEW DELHI, V.K. BOLDYREV. BOLDYREV'S COMMENTS 
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ON INDO-U.S. RELATIONS AND THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT 
TO INDIA WERE REPORTED REF A. 

2. INDIAN FOREIGN POLICY: BOLDYREV STATED THAT 
GROMYKO S VISIT TO INDIA AND DESAI S VISIT TO THE 
USSR IN 1977 STRENGTHENED INDO-SOVIET RELATIONS. 

HE EXPRESSED OPTIMISM ABOUT FUTURE IMPROVEMENT IN 
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INDO-SOVIET RELATIONS WHILE OBSERVING THAT MOSCOW 
AND DELHI'S VIEWS ON MANY INTERNATIONAL ISSUES 
COINCIDE, FOR EXAMPLE ON NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS 
AMONG THE NATIONS OF SOUTH ASIA AND OPPOSITION TO 
THE U.S. BASE AT DIEGO GARCIA. BOLDYREV REQUESTED 
EMBOFF'S VIEWS ON FUTURE OF SINO-INDIAN RELATIONS 
BUT DECLINED COMMENT ON THIS TOPIC HIMSELF. 

3. INTERNAL INDIAN POLITICS: BOLDYREV SAID THAT 
EVEN SHORT TERM PREDICTIONS ON DEVELOPMENTS IN 
INDIAN DOMESTIC POLITICS ARE IMPOSSIBLE TO MAKE. 

THE SPLIT IN THE CONGRESS PARTY WILL HELP THE 
JANATA FRONT IN THE SHORT RUN. SHOWEVER, THE FUTURE 
IS WITH THE "PROGRESSIVE" FORCES. "PROGRESSIVE" 

ELEMENTS RESIDE IN THE JANATA FRONT. THE TWO 
CONGRESS PARTIES AND THE COMMUNIST PARTIES. THE 
"AGGRAVATION” OF POLITICAL STRUGGLE WITHIN THE 
JANATA FRONT AND THE TWO CONGRESSES THAT IS NOW 
UNDERWAY WILL SERVE TO UNITE THE "PROGRESSIVES" BY 
BREAKING DOWN THE SUPERIFICAL DIFFERENCES THAT 
DIVIDE THEM. WHEN ASKED, BOLDYREV DESCRIBED MRS. 

GANDHI AS A "PROGRESSIVE ". HE CLAIMED THAT BOTH 

THE CPI AND CPM ARE "COMMUNIST” PARTIES AND EVENTUAL 
COOPERATION BETWEEN THEM SHOULD NOT BE RULED OUT. 
SIGNIFICANTLY, A GENERAL "POLITICAL AWARENESS" AMONG 
INDIANS IS GROWING. SO IS THE DEGREE OF INFLUENCE 
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OF IMPORTANT GROUPS IN INDIAN SOCIETY, SUCH AS LABOR 
UNIONS, PEASANT ORGNIZATIONS, PUBLIC SECTOR INTEREST GROUPS, 
AND PROGRESSIVE-MINDED ELEMENTS AMONG THE "BOURGEOISE”. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS OF COURSE IMPOSSIBLE TO DETER- 
MINE HOW MUCH REAL SIGNIFICANCE BOLDYREV ATTACHES 
TO HIS MARXIST FRAMEWORK AS APPLIED TO INDIAN 
SOCIETY AND POLITICS. WE WOULD GUESS NOT MUCH, 

GIVEN HIS LONG EXPERIENCE IN DIA. WHAT WE VIEW 

AS SIGNIFICANT IS HIS OPENLY EXPRESSED HOPE AND 
EXPECTATION THAT THE INDIAN POLITICAL SCENE WILL 
TAKE A MORE FAVORABLE TURN (FROM SOVIET VIEW) AND 
THAT "PROGRESSIVE” FORCES WILL AGAIN COALASCE 
AS SOVIETS INTERPRET THEY DID UNDER MRS. GANDHI. 

5. FOR NEW DELHI: WE WELCOMED YOUR RECENT UPDATE (REF B) 

ON INTERNAL INDIAN POLITICS AND WOULD APPRECIATE 
BEING ON DISTRIBUTION FOR YOUR FUTURE WRAPUPS 

ON THIS TOPIC. 

MATLOCK 
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